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AMUSEMENTS THTs EVENING,
——

BANVARD'E OPERA H nuas AND MUSEUM, Broad.
way and Thirtieih street - w Corsk.

FIPTR AVEXUR THHATRE, Nox 2 and 4 West, SUlh
streol —¥s Giaxp (ouey Buss

OLYMPIC THEATRE, Broadway.—A Mipstmmzs
Kigur's Dasv

WALL ('S THEATRE, Brosdway and 18th sirest —
OLvar {#ist

BROADWAY THEATRE, Broadway.—Manr Sruame.

FRENCOH THEATRE, Fourteenth street.—Lx

Testie
MENT U Uksam Gizopor, &c.

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery.—Rivea
Banan Tinns i

NIBLO'S GARDEN, Broadway.—Bticx Croox.

Pinares_My

NEW YORK THEATRE, ovposite New Yok Hotel.=
UNpEn Tuk GasLIGET,

ACADEMY OF MUsIC,

Fourteeuth streel. —Martna.

BTRINWAY HALL —Cminuws Dickrss' Recbixos.

NEW YORK CIRCUS, Fourtesath stroel —0rusisrics,
taxiEd, &¢. Multnos st 3

" THEATRE COMIQUE, 514 Broadway. —Wiurs, Corrox
& LEY'N MINSTHELS,

" KELLY & LEON'S MINSTRELS, 720 ‘Broad way,—Soxags,
Danges, EcoxsTriciries, BukLesques, &o.

- BAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS, 5% Rroadway.—Eraio-
s EntsurassmesTs, SivaiNe, DAN0ixG asp Busiesques.

L
TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE, 201 Bowery.—Couic
Vouiul NEcHO MINSTRELSY, &C.

BUTLER'S AMERICAN THEATRE, 42 Broadway.—
Bawgr, Fancs, Pastouise, &e.

BUNYAN HALL, r'-udlru and Fifteenth street.—Tuz
Puome. Maizneeatd

HOOLET'S OPERA HOUSE. Rrookiyn.—Erntoriax
Missrasisy. 5417 aps a¥p Bruiewgres

NEW YORE MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, 618 Broadway.—
Boixwos asp AT
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THE NEBWa.

EUROPE,

The nows r=port by the Atlantic cable is dated yestor-
day evening. December 30,

The London telegram says that the groat Powers are
moving townrds a conference with Napoleon for the set.
tiement of the I[ialo-Roman queation, snd that the ex-
1stence of the Cabinot erisws in Italy 18 the only cance of
delay o pericctivg the arrangemonts, A Paris journal
ng=aris, however, that the Emperor's eenferonce plan has
boen abandoned, The Fenians in Cork, Ireland, plund.

erod o gun shop of u large quantity of anns aed ammuni-
ton, Ihe Fronech president of the Paris Exhibition has
been named a Senntor of Fronce,

Console closed at D23 , w27y for money, In London.

Five-twendios were at 72 in London and 7635 a 76% in
Frankfort,

The Liverpocl cotton market closad firm, with mid-
ling uplasds at ‘:',. peoce,  Breadstolls without marked
chango. Provisions alightly advanesd,

By the steamehip Deutsehland, at this port yesterday,
wa have'h Very mteresting mml report 1 detail of our

cable dospalcties to the 1Tih of Pocombar
THE CITY.

The Bos=4 of Conncilmon mel yeaterday, and con-
curred w e Adermen ju the adoption of an ordi-
BaLOe e@mpaw the Mayor to grant liconses to tavern
keepera, whiot s adopled for the purpose of tenicg the
constit (v ¥ of the Exciso law. Tbey also concurred
in tte adoplion ol resolotions directing the Siste snd
City suthoritios to proteet naturalized cilizens abroad,

The final meeting of tbo Board ol Edutsation for the
year 1867 was heid last ovenlog at the hall of the Board
and a lurge amount of bosinoss transacied. The foan.

cial statewnsnt for the year ending to-day shows a balance
in ravor of the Dourd of §356,410,

The reveuus oflicors made & raid on a distillery in
Hudson aveeue, Brovklyn, yesterday, and were opposed
by a mob, wio severoly handled thom, threo of the

oillcors being bruwlly beaten, Reintorcomonts arrived
for the oflieers, howerer, and the stll was destroyed,
A delegaion of liguor dealers mot & pumber of

Senators and Agsembiymen at the Astor House yestor
day, and conjeintly with them decided upon the drafl
of a bill o b gubmitted to the Legislatura, It provides
for the lssus of ilquor liconses by tho Mayor of the city
and the e«tablinhment under bis supervision of a Dareau
of Exciga Liconse,

Judge Cierke, of the SBuprome Court (encral Term, in
the case of the fank of the Commonweaih va Jasper
Van Vook ¢ al, in which the bank appeals from a deci-

eion in n jower court, decided yesterday that gold and
silver are no loncer lawful money of the country but
merch %, nod pr ¥ noles made
payable in gold must ba paid in gold or in currency of
an equivalent value,

The stock market was heavy yesterday. Government
pecuritios were firm.  Gold closed at 133% a 153%,

Basiness (o alinost every depariment of trade |a com.
mercial coreles was dall, but values were generally upe
cbhanged. Cotlon was In good export demand and ad.
vanoed ‘e, porld  Colles was dull and unchanged.
On "Change Qour was quiet, but steady, Wheat remained
duil and nomigal, while corn was firmer for old and
steady for new, Onts were steady. Pork was a trifle
firmor, Tieef was stoady, and lard quiet and heavy,
Freights were almost fnsctive, Naval stores were firmer,
and potroleum, though quict, waa steady st formee

pricea,
MISCELLANEOUS.

In the Lonisiana Convention yestorday several articles
of the constitiition wore ndopied. They prohibit slav.
ory, deciare the liberty of the press and freedom of
spoech and the right of the peopie to nssemble and
petition government,

Nashwille has been visited by o snow storm several
inches deep, which has embargoed all the strest cars,

A heavy stow storm prevalled at Fortross Mouoroe
yeosterday.

Benntor Morton, of Indiana, leetared In Washington
youterday on Lhe isdues of the hiour. He eriticized wome-
what severcly the action of General Hancock in recon-
strocting the Fifth “Military Distriet.

Anotlor stoamship from Chiaa s ovendue st San
Francisco,

The sala of the Bostom steamers Onlario and Erie to
New York parties is roporied.

Cinginnall whiskey dealers prefess to lnve informa-
tion shat the tax will be reduced to fifty conte

All parts of Virgivla except the Shenandosh Valey
are reporied (o be under & relgn of terror owing to the
ferocions lntontions of the blacks, Durng the Christ.
mas bolllays troops were called for Ly a military
officer In Tialifux county, as thers were indications of
& disturbages. The Freedmen's Bureau and military
besdquariers profess entire lgnorance of any such state
of alfire

IxtersarioNan  Laremany  Covnresiea—We
give in anotber column s communication from
Mr. L. Gaylord Clark, in answer o a stalement
quoted in our columns seme time since, to the
effect that a letter from this gentleman bad
received, on a certain occasion, a not very
complimentary greeting from the elogant
suthor of “Pelham.” Mr. Clark gives satis-
fastory cvidence that the story could not have
been true, and thus consigns it to the other
Jumber of limbo. It was doublless an
imagination of s Bohemian correspondent fyr

A GRERVY papor.

|

Andrew Johmsom amd the Game for the
Prealdestial Buccesslon.

When Joha Tyler, of blessed memory, at the
“close of his eventful but happy reign in the
White House, went down with his “young wife
and his el umbrella,” bis two boys and the
family luggnge, to the Washington landing,
homeward bound, he found himself half an
bour too late for the steamboat. “Fallen from
his high estate,” reduced to the common level
of Jones and Brown, ex-President Tyler stood
on the dock. The captain could not wait for
bim, and so he was left behind. He had tried
the game for the succession of an independent
Tyler parly ; be had even tried (1844) a little
independent National Tyler Convention at Bal-
timore ; but it was an amusing failure. 1L was
absorbed by the regular democratic concern—
“Polk, Dallas and the tarilf of 1842"—and it
died and made no sign. Yet, having come into
the Presidency by sccident, we may excuse
Tyler for desiring to be elected in his own
name and upon his own merits, instead of
going down to history as the tail of another
man’s kite,

So natural was this desire under the circum-
stances that when Millard Fillmore became our
second accidental President he, like Tyler, was
seized with it, and was founderecd on the same
sandbar. Fillmore, however, not only got up
a third party, but actually (1856) went with it
into the fight ; and, though too weak to do any-
thing beiter, he was still strong enough to
defeat Fremont, and thus to postpone for fonr
years the great Southern rebellion. Whether
the Bouth or the country was the gainer or
loser by this operation the reader may judge
for himself. Our present business ls with
Andrew Johnson, the third of ‘our accidental
Presidents, and his game for the Presidential
succession.

As matters now stand Mr. Johnson, in this
game, bus some remarkable and powertul ad-
vaniages over both Tyler and Fillmore. They
had nothing but their offices and contracts,
the spoils and plunder—and these to a small
amount—with which to build up a party.
Johnson, on the contrary, has not only an enor-
mously increased volume of patronage in his
hands, but from the demoralization of the party
iu power, and from the ravenouns appetite of
the porty ont of power, he can masler both.
Wiih the ingiorious collapse of the impeach-
ment bubble he has already become the master
of the radicals, and it is clear that he means to
finish thom wilth their scheme of Southern re-
construclion. His game is to keep the ten
outside rebel States and their negro radieal
balance of power out of the Presidential fight.
His schemo was to make these Stales, before
breakfast, good and trusiy Johnson States
on a whito basiz; but the radicals of Congress
epoiled his ealeulations. Casting him and his
labors aside, they set up their own scheme to
make those outsile States good radical Stales
on a negro hasis; and now be has them on the
hip. His reecenl reconsiruction removals of
Pope and Ord and Swayne, aftér finding that
Congress is powerless to remedy the removals
of Stanton, Sickles and Sheridan, distinetly go
to show that Mr. Johnson intends to keep these
oulside Sla'~s unreconstructed till after the
Presidential election.

What for? Simply to cut off their vote on a
negro bazis from Lhe radical Presidential tick. &
But what advantage will this be to Mr. John-
8on beyond the possible elecion of the demo-
oralic candidate? Assuming that the candidate
will be General Hancock, in deforence to Mr.

Jolnsgons wishes, what profit fulls to Me. John-
son ! No!much. DBul suppose that Goneral
Haneoik i3 only put forward as a stalking
horse, and that Mr. Johnson walks behind him,
looking out for the main chance, what then ?
“O1d Buck,” they say, in 1860 was entisfied in
swamping Donglas at Charleston ; Marlin Van
Baren, we know, got nll that he wanted in
defeating Cass in 1845; but is Mr, Jolinson a
man of that patiern? Dovcs nny one supposo
t'at he has geliled down into a more cuttar-out
ol coats und breeches, gralis, for the democratic
party ¥ No. Debind all these tricks of
stratpgy stunds Mr. Johnson as the candidate
of Mr, Jobnson. Nor is his case as blae
as indigo. He bas the whip hand over the
radicals. He is lashing them into a state of in-
deseribable confusion ; but this is not all. In
his nomination of General Huncock for the
democracy he has disgusted the old copper-
head leaders, though they pretend to throw up
their ha's for Hancock. Mr. Johnson is too
old a bird to be caught by such chiil. He
knows thal this old copperhad enthosiasm for
Hancock is all gammon, and thai, with the idea
that Pendleton or S8cymour, or even Jerry
Black or Bobby Walker, can be elected, the
old copperhesds will give the goby to
Huancock. Mr. Johnson, in disorganizing the
republicans, let us suppose, will esiablish this
idea. Suppose, then, thet in advance of the
democratic convention be gels up a Jobnson
convention under Mr. Raymond, and that John-
son is therehy nominated on the Johnson Phila-
delpbia plattorm, and suppose that every fed-
eral officeholder is tried by this shibboleth,
what will the democratic convemtion do!?
What can it do but second the motion of John
Van Baren and Mr. Raymond in setting up
Mr. Johnson ?

On the blessed consti'ntion, the glorious
principles of our fatkers, the rizhts of the States
and the people and the dangers of our be-
loved country there 13 nota democralic ex-
horter that can hold a candle to Mr. Johnson.
But they who supposo that the blessed conski-
tution or anylbing of that sort is the wain idea
of Mr, Johmson or any olther politician, are
firing too high, If we set down all the move-
monts of the republicans, of the demoerats, of
Congress and of Mr. Jobhnson a8 moves on the
Presidentis]l ehessboard, we bave their game.
If we assumo that Mr. Johnson is playing his
part for Johnson we shall be more than baif
right ; and in taking it for granted that when
it comes to the pinch tbe democrats are as
likely to fuse upon Johnton as upon any other
man, we think that even General Hancock will
not be wide of the murk. Mr. Johnson, who
was thrown flat apon his back in 1866, has been
lifted right side up, and siands firmly upon his
pins at the close of 1867, He is st lasi, in
reality, mastér of the situntion, and Andrew
Jobngou is his man for 1868,

The Park Ponde=""The Poor Ye Have
Always With Yeu.

We have charity balls, at which the beaux
and belles of the city enjoy themsolves on the
1ght fantastic toe all’the more for the con-Y
sclousness that they are dancing away some
penniless wretch's hunger and Seonomizing for
poorer humanily the very cash they squander.
We have charity concerts and charity firs

| W aitty \hoaigionls: ead piace charlly G

dresses ilself in the garb of all our pleasures,
why should it neglect our ice carnivala? Why
should we not have daily snd nightly skating
festivals with a charituble purpose, and thus
force the very Frost King to contribute loward
relieving the misery he causes, We are sur
that the generous masses of our people woull
readily consent to relinguish for this purpee
one of the sheets of water in the Park. Thece
is nmple room on the larger pond for all wio
go to skate, even on a holiday; and it is r_mtlin
the nature of those who have the youth $nd
spirits to make this vigorous sport a delight
that they should begrudge the poor the use of
the other. We are confident that Mr. Green
would be supported by the sense of the while
community if he would at once take the neos-
sary steps to devote one of the ponds to e
realization ¢f a charity fund. At any moderste
charge of admission—say twenty-five cents—a
pond would secure at least a thousand dollsrs
a day. This sum would dribble unfelt throuzh
the loose pursestrings of those who have plea-
ty—would add a purer, pleasanter zest to their
enjoyment, while the wretchedness it woud
soothe and soften can hardly be told. By such
means more could be collected to assist tie
needy than is realized in a season by all gur
ordinary charitable enterprises together. Shall
we not have a pond set apart tor this goud
purpose, Mr. Green?

The Weork Before Congress and How It

Will Not be Done.
Congress has & vast amouni of work to do

if it attends to the condition and wants of the
country. There never was a time in our hi-
tory when so much work of the highest im-
portance lay before the national legislature.
There is the restoration of the South (not the
radioal reconstruetion of it, which is destrue-
tion instead of restoration) to be brought about;
there is the crushing weight of taxation &
be removed from the shoulders of the-people ;
there are financial reforms of the most sweep-
ing character to be made in the Treasury and
Revenue departments; a system of rigid
economy is needed in every department of
government ; then, we want a sound, stable
and uniform currency, provision for pay.
ing off as much of the national debl
as possible, a repeal or an amendmeni
of the law establishing the nalional banks
with meusures to revive the drooping indusiry
and the commarcial and shipping intereats of
the couniry.

The war and the want of ability in Congress
have brought us to a condilion where broad,
sweeping and speedy reforms are demanded
in every direction. To-morrow we commencs
the new year, and Congress has been in sesgion
a month within a day or two, yet nothing has
been done except the semsible resolution o
prevent any further contraction of the eur-
rency passed by the House of Represontatives.
As to the bill reporied by the Fiuance Com-
millee of the Senate, for funding the debf and
other purposes, it is a jumble of impracticable
propositions which should be consigned back
to the committee room and kep. there as a
memenlo of the commiitee’s weakness, It is
true Congress has dropped the bumbug im-
peachment farce, and the couniry may rejoice
al this; but no thanks are due to that body
for its fuilare to impeach the President Mr.
Johnson floored his enemies by his sagacily,
coolness nud conservatism, and the people by
an overwhelming vole have condemned Con-
greas for its folly and vindictive spite,

But what is Congress likely to do during the
remainder of the seasion? Very little. It will
be ocoupled chiefly in making the next Presi-
dent, or in trying to make one, In about four
months the nominating national conventions
of the different parties will most. Previous io
that tims gther: will be Stale conventions,
canenses und all soris of gatherings in and onl
of Washington for the same object. Congress-
m:n will be greally occupied with all those
movements, and Presideat-making will be the
chief theme of disenssion on the floors of both
houses, [ has always been so in the sessious
immediately preceling the conventions and

Presiden ial elections, even in ordinary times, !

and it is much more likely to be so this year,
when the jssues will be groat and the contest
an exciling one. TNs Congress does mnot ap-
pear to have the abilidy to legislate proparly
upon the imporiant matiers before ity but if it
bad the ability there would be a poor proapect
of anything being done tll the Presideniial
question iz seiflel. We must wait patiently,
thorefore, till the politicians have had their
conventions and the people have chosen
President. In the meantime our prospects are
gloomy enough; for the atrocions Congres-
sional negro supremacy policy in the South is
fast destroying that part of the couniry and
mny bring on a war of races, while the wlole
North is suffering as well from the same radieal
rule. If we can bridge over the time till the
Presidential quostion is setiled without serious
troubles and a fearful revulsion we may con-
sider ourselves fortunate. There is no hope of
any good from the present Congress. We must
look to the people for salvation.

The Disturbed Condition of Europe.

The aunals of the year 1867, if not lond with
the thunders of war, will at least reveal an
amoun! of incertitude whose paralyzing cffects
bave been felt in every branch of irade and
commerce, and compared with which war
would have been a positive reiie.  This state
of uncerainly has berm confined to no one
nation or continent. It has been visible and
ita influence has been felt in each of the four
quariers of the globe. Hers in the United
Statos we have had on our hands the recon-
struclion of the Soulh; and the fall admission
of the late rebel States within the fold of the
Union is involved in the difficultics and doubis
of the future. To the north and to the west of
us the New Dominion has been siruggling ont
of chaos into something like order; but the
struggle is not yet ended and order does not
yet reign supreme.  Of Mexico and the various
States of South America it would be hard for
any one to predict the immediate fature,

In Asia, while Russia has been extending the
line of hor conquests, and while Great Britain

‘holde the empire of the Moguls firmly in Ler

grip, China and Japan are experiencing sensa-
tions which are the natural result of a collision
betwoen the principles of barbarism and
civilization. Asia, in fact, must yet be the
secne of much bloodsked and civil stelfe
before her peoples emancipate themselves
from the barbaric and irresponsible rule under
which for ages they bave groaned.

How siands it with Earope ! It in safe st loast
to answer that uncertainty is the order of the

day. War bas almost miraculously been staved |
off from month to month; but war clouds have

heen ioumisg Porwualy 8 W pollon)
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sky from January to December ; nor have they
ever been more alarmiong than now. The fiery
Fenian clement is convulsing Great Britain,
Not to particularige the disorders which afflict
the differen; Siates and nations, the Roman and
the Eastern guestions bave at last assumed
such proportions that if an amicable adjusi-
ment i3 not speedily effected they wﬂl set
Europe ablaze from one end to the other. Rus-
sinn statesmen, ns appears from a telegram of
yesterday, are seriously discussing the ques-
tion whether the time has not come when they
ought to avenge themselves for the losses sus-
tained in the Crimea. It would be strange,
indeed, if such a state of things did not tell
disastrously on trade and commerce every-
where. Business men and capitalists are at
thelr wits’ end to know what to do. Millions
upon millions of unemployed capiial lie uscless
in the banks of Paris, of London and of Frank-
fort. The result s that labor is scarce and the
people starve.

The one bright spot which appears on the
horizon to relieve the general gloom is the
prospect of & congress of all the Powers. A
cable despatch which we print to-day intimates
that the great Powers have asked the Emperor
Napoleon to explain the basis of the confer-
enoe by which he proposes to negotiste a
seitlement of the affairs of Italy. Itis furiher
stoted that the dificulty experienced by Gene-
ral Menabrea, the Ilalian Prime Minister, in
reconstructing his Cabinet is the principal
cause of delay in compleiing the arrangements
preliminary to the congress. How much of
this Is true we kanow mot It will be well,
however, for trade and commerce, well for
Europe and the world, if that can be done
without war which otherwise war must soon
attempt to accomplish. Meantime, it is difficult
to resist the conviction that, meet the congreas
when it may, It will have to consider other
questions than that of Rome, The peace of
Europe cannot be secured until both the Holy
See snd the Sublime Porte are placed in diffor-
ent ralations to the rest of the world.

The -Rnr lllummnt of the New York
CMOCracy.

President Johmn is turning eut a brighter
side every day. In fuct, be is wiping off the
mcrustation from the true metal, o that we’
are beginning to be favorsd with a sight
of the genuine article at last, meatly and
clearly burnished. Having obtained complete
mastery in the South by grappling with the is-
sues there, and dismissing the military agents
of Congressional law, Generals Pope and others,
and attempting to control—by mystification
and embarrassment—the democratic party of
the North by the nomination of General
Hancock for the Presidency, he throws an apple
of discord into the midst all the pastics, and
almost reduces them to chaos. The leaders of
the democracy in this county’ and cily are
utterly bafilad. There are two phases in the
present condilion of that party to be considered.
There wus a fime when Dean Richmond con-
trolied its destinies, and that, too, with the will
and power ol & despol.  Carrying the railronds
in his pockets and the steamboais on his
back, be could walk into any caucus. or con-
vention and regulate the whole affair, cut and
dry. Bul Dean Richmond has gone to receive
the balance of the reward of his disinterested
potriotism in snother world which be did not
obiain in this; and now we have a famous suc-"
cessor in the person of Vanderbilt, a kind of
amphibious potentate, an admiral who rules
both land and ses, nnd a railrond king who
keeps the New York Ceniral, the Hudson
River, the Harlem, and the Lord only knows
how many other roads, carelully stowed away
in his vest pocket, and can despatch his dele-
gates to ali parts of the State.

There is anolher plase which should not
be forgollen. Vanderbilt has a son-in-
law, wiuose name is Horace F. Clarke. Ho
is » smart politician, and wiihal as ambi-
tious ns Marc Antony. He wus a member ol
Congress, too, and therefors knows the ropes.
He is Vanderbilt’s right hand maa; and the
Admiral's laft bower anchor is P. Bismarck
Sweeny, Now, with such a valiant henchman
as Clarke, aud such & valuable and consocien-
tious appanage as Sweeny, and the two
Schells to look afler the serip and bonds and
50 forth in Wall street and keep them up to a

| respectable figure, whal cannot  Vanderbilt

do? Then there is another strong ally in
Augnst Belmont, who manages the dempoeratic
newspapers all over the country, in which, in
fact, he owns, or at least governs, abouly half
the interest. It is pretty well known that the
democratic organ here bolongs to him, and
that be has so much conirol over the demo-

| cratio press ali through tho country that as he

whistles they must dance. Thus the New York
democracy is taken admirable care of by
Andrew Johnson and Land Admiral Vander-
bilt, and between them its course in the next
Presidential election may be regarded as set-
tled.

Opeaning of Pike's Opera Heouse.

On Monday next this magnificent temple ot
music will be thrown open to the publie for the
flr=t time, and will resound with the voice of a
truly groat lyric artiste. Plke's Opera House
sapplies a want long felt by all those who take
an interess in the progroas of art in this country,
and in it opera may find its permancat home.
It i= & popular opera house in the true sonse of
the word, for there are no stockholders’
reserved boxes or seals in it, and every place
marked on the diagram is at the disposal of
the public. The monopoly which stifled Italian
opers at another establishment and made it
distastetul lo the publie, who will not permit
any infringement of their rights, does not exist
in the new opers house. Its appearance is
singularly attractive, and the anditorium, when
lighted up, presents o brillisnt coup d'wil,
which, of course, will be increased to an un-
limited extent when wealth and fashion erowd
the boxes and scats. Tie entrances alone and
the splendid dome which surmounts the audi-
torinm are featares which render this house
supcrior to any other of the kind In Ameriea.
Nothing has been neglected to render every
portion of the establishment both attractive
and comfortable. The safety of the audience
in case of danger has been consulied in the
unusually large number of exit passages lead-
ing from the auditortum. The inaugural season
will be given by Max Strakosch's Italian opers
company, comprising the following artista:—
Madame Anna La Grange, Miss Phillips, Miss
McCulloch, Brignoll, Massimiliani, Orlandini,
Randolfi, Basini, Colettl and Sarti. The names
of La Grange and Brignoll rank kigh in the
realms of art, and in their late tour through the
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Fenlanlem and Britlsh Reform.

The British ministry has hed the sagucity to
withdraw from a position it could only have
taken in a panic impulse. It bas reconsidered
its purpose to declare England in such danger
that the ordinary forces of law were unequal
to the security of life and property, and bas
determined that it will not by proclamation
give the present disorders the magnitude and
importance of revolution. Had the govern-
ment declared martial Iaw it would have com-
mitted a blunder as great as that of its enemies;
indeed, it would have relieved them from the
imputation of baving blundered ; for if n fow
outrages in the streets may compel power to
stand as hasilly on its defence as so many
battles might have done; and as these oulrages
are cheaper than battles, they who manage
them counld argue from the admitted weakness
of authority to the sufficiency and economy of
the means they had taken to shake it, and
justify their actions as national from their
having produced a mnational effect. As it is,
the government leaves these recent acts in the
catalogue of common crimes—mere conspira-
cies for arson and murder—and, supposing
that these things are done by the Fenlans,
puts those men under the neceesity of taking
higher ground in their hostility before they can
claim the honor of struggling in their country’s
cause. We are far from well satisfied that the
recent explosions were arranged by the Irish,
though public opinion in England and the
whole voice of the press jumped to that conelu-
sion from the first. OQutrages like these bave
been before this concocted in British govern-
ment offices with the express view of fastening
a stigma on o cause that it was teared might
make jts8 way with the people; and in the
recent convictions of men in Ireland enough
wag seen of the character and conduct of the
present officials to assure us that they are not
above any course that promises to atlain their
end. II these things, however, are really part
of the programme of the Fenian organization,
they at least render it cerlain that that body
will never again be heard of in any respectatile
way. If Feri nism has taken to these courses
it has comumitted suicide, it has thrown up all
title to be a decent power, lost all the moral
capital it was making in the world as a great
protesi against misrule, and has abandoned the
attitude that wonld bave made it a fremen-
dously effective adjunct to the voice of disaf-
fection in other parts of Great Britain.

In this latter attitude the Fenians, acting
wisely, might have ussisted in the accomplish-
ment of great resnlts. Government in Eng-
land is pnow in realily just entering upon its
struggle with the people. Popular disaffection
has bardly taken the first stops in the career it
is to make. Bince the Retorm bill of 1832 a
spirit lns been active among the people {hat
did not exisi before, and it was the force of that
spirit that imperceplibly drove the nation on
and secured the last Reform bill of qualified
household suffrage. Wil the popular demand
stop there? They who fancy that it may know
but little of the people. England’s latest Re-
form bilk will eimply plant discontenlin the
thoughts of every man who is below its terms.
Thousands will be shut out by a shilling, and
the satisfaction of those who are admitted to
vote will be a mild political and social force
by comparison with the stimulated ill-will and
jealousy of those who, holding the same line
in life, sianding on the same level in intellect
and otherwise, are excladed by a phrase in
the law, Reformers themselves already sce
the' tendency ol this, and are quiet ; for they
fecl that they have staried a power they can-
not conlrol. Here, then, would have been the
spbere for 4be organ'zed expression of the
Irish ; and, heard co-ordinately, the combined
voices of Irish and English would have shaken
the social fabric of Britaln in its ulmost atom.
Nothing ehort of revolution would have re-
snled. Manhood suffirage would bave come,
and the law of entail, the Etate religion and
other erumbling antiquilies would bave gone
before this storm had beem stilled. Such
changes must incvitably coms, but in the
circumsiances named they would have come
sooner. But if the Fenians bave given up
their national character and takon to murder
by mall and the blundering bulchery of
dropping fulminating masses in public places,
they had better give that up also and take to
the honest gallantry of forcign service, as their
fathers did in other ages. Or, betler still, let
them follow the millions of their brothers who
are hardily tilling the free acres of our own
boundless domain, and who have kept up the
purity of the Irish name in the ‘pursuits of
peace and have ndded splendor to the records
of their new home in the glories of war.

General Howard asnd Destitution In the
Senth.

Some time ago General Howard suggested
that the “mission” of the Freedmen's Bureau
had been almost fulfilled. He felt encournged
to hope that the necessity for such an exirsor-
dlurLl:l:imtloawwld soon cease. In this
cuse, ver, it appears that “the wish was
futher to ihe thonght” Reconstruction bas
been sdlong delayed, floods and the army worm
have been so destructive, the fall In the price
of colton has proved so ruinous, and sactual
famine bas created such widespread distress,
particularly in the alluvisl counties of Missis-
sippi, that General Howard must now feel
compelled to postpone the abolition of the
Freedmen’s Burean. He bas already, in the
exercise of the discretionary powers conferred
upon bim, bad occasion to widen the original
sphere of (he Bureau’s influence. Although not
cxpressly authorized by law to make such a
disposition of the Bureau yet he ad-
vanced a sum of eighty thousand dollars to
certain Bouth Carolina planters who had mo
motiey to begin operations for raising cotlon
lagt year. He took  lien on the crops for the
sepavment of this sum. It was fully repaid as
soon as the planters had sold their cropa. The
practical advantages of this beneficent policy
have induced General Howard, in view of
Bou:hern destitution, especially among the Mis-
slssippl planters, who lost everything by the
mm . hmﬂ-;ﬂ-l

application of er
his control, sa bead of the Freedmen’s Buresu,
in order to moet cases of distress in the South,

B propeses W lamediam oeiahlishinsat of

depots of provisions at points convenlent te
the districts In which the greatest want prevails.
The advice of General Gillem, that some such
schems for the immediate relief of sufferers in
tbe South sheuld be taken without delay, has
been approved by both President Johnson and
General Graot, . The balance of
over eight million dollars remaining in the ex-
chequer of the Freedmen’s Bureau is & sum too
large safely to be let idle in these days of
tempiation. Corruption ghould have no chance
to feed on it. General Howard’s proposal te
uultunﬁonthmnlld fond will meet with
national approbation.

Multiplicity of Nationsl Conventigns in 18688.
There is likely to be a full barvest of na-
tional conventions during the year 1888, at the
threshold of which we are now standing. Of
course there will be the conventions of the twe
great political parties, the republican and the
democratic. The former bas -already beem
called to meet in Chicago on the 20th of May
next, and the Executive Commitiee of the lat-
ter meet in Washington on the 22d of February
to appoint the time and place for holding the
National Convention. It is also proposed to
hold a national convention of anti-war deme-
crats, or those who suffered arbitrary hlpll-
sonment in the North during the war upom
charges of disloyalty. The "BmﬁAmyd
the Ropublic” hold a national convention, or
first annusl meeting, in Philadelphis on the
15th of January for political purposes. There
will also be held a soldiers’ and sailors’ na-
tional convention for & similar object The
Southern papers are proposing a conservative
national convention, to be held in Louisville
on the 22d of February. The eight hour, oz
working men, will enter the national political
arena under a distinctive banner, unless in the
meantime the organization be swallowed up
by one or the other of the great political par-
ties. They will also probably have their na-
tional convention. It does mot appear likely
that the Coopor Institute parly that nominated
General Grant for President will hold =
national convention, their labora being com-
fined principaily to the issuing of circulars
urging business men all over the counlry to
work for Grant. Furihermore, we will pro-
bably have a woman’s rights national conven-
tion, and, no doubt, a negro supremacy national
convention, composed of the débris of the old
abolition party. It would not be surprising i
we should likewise have during the summer a
national convention of political clergymen sl
some cool watering place. This would be
a parlicularly refreshing asscmblage during the
hot weather. At this convention, after dis
posing of the subject of the Presidemoy, the
congregat:d diwines migh! seifle the vexed
questivns about the holy opera, song worship,
hymnology, psalmody, religious *theatricals
and similar lively matters, without touching
upon intricate and absirase church dogmas.
Besides the above there will be held during
the year a perfoct swarm of Siale conven
both in the roconsiracied and unreconsiruote
States, white and black; but the greatest and
grandest of all these conventions will be the
one held by the American people at the polls
on the day of the Presidential election im
November next, when radicalism in all its
detested forms will be ewept away, it is to be

hoped, forever.

we may expect the coming yoar
tu be one of (he moat interoating, 8o far ag the
discussion of political and social are

conoerned, that the country has witnessed since
the organization of the government.

Our Clalms Agninst Eanal

‘We published yesterday a full yet condensed
history of the cass of the United Stales against
Great Britain in the matter of the claims arlsing
out of the d:prodations of the Alabama and
other rebel cruisers.  We offer it to Mr. Seward
without charge for his lasiraction. The case
as we present il Is concise and conclusive, and
might save him a vast deal of trouble and the
government a great deal of wriling paper. Aa
early as the 6ih of May, 1861, Lord Johm
Ruzsell, who was S:erelary for Foreign Affairs,
announced to the Honse of Commonsz that, afler
having consulted with the law officers of the
Crown, the government had come to the com-
clusion that the Southern confederacy must be
recognized as a belligerent. This announce-
ment was made before any battle had beem
fought and more than two mouths before the
battle of Bull Run. The unseemly and un-
friendly haste of the British government to
recognize the rebels as belligerents is plain
enough. From the beginning it was clear thal
government was ready to do what was in ita
power to break up a great and friendly repub-
lie. No consideration of humanity called for
such action at the time. Soom after the am-
nouncement of Lord Russell that belligerent
rights would be accorded to the rebels move-
ments commenced in Eogland for the Aiting
out of privateers. Though tbe British govers-
ment officlally proclalmed its neutralily be-
tween the United States and the rcbels, it was
in no way vigilant to provent rebel cruisers
from leaving its ports. On both moral ground
and the ground of international law and
comily, therofore, we have a good claim for
the losses sustained from the Alabama and
other cruisers that came out or received aid
from England. By the statement we published
yostorday it may bé seen that our loss was
elghty-three ships, four steamors, cighty-two
barks, sixty-nine schooners, forty-five brigs
and three other vessels—in all two hundred
and cighty-four. The loss in these vessels and
their cargoes amonnts probably to eighty mil-
llons, How much of that England is directly
responsible for, as having been caused by those
cruisers which left or were fitted out from her
ports, we are not ablo to say, but no doubt a
large portion of it. OF course this was not
our only or the greatest loss. The destruction
of our shippiog trade and commerce, if that
were admissible in the bill, would swell the
amounnt to & mach larger sum. The least we
can be satisfled with, then, is payment for the
vessels and cargoes actually taken. We
abould tnke nothing less and insist upon sam
early settlement.

BANQUET OF THE ST. NICHOLAS LODGE.

The annual dinner of the St Nicholas Lodge wan coms
momorated lsst night at No. 704 Brosdwsy. An um-
usually large gathering of the membors and Invited
m:ﬂmlumm mmn
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